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.ATIONAL MEDIA EVENTS
&ROM DISPLAYS OF UNITY TO ENACTMENTS 
OF  DIVISION
3ABINA -IHELJ
,OUGHBOROUGH 5NIVERSITY
@ARSQ@BS   $ESPITE THE CONSPICUOUS PRESENCE OF NATIONHOOD AND 
NATIONALISM IN EXISTING STUDIES OF MEDIA EVENTS AND RITUALS EXPLICIT 
CONCEPTUALIZATIONS OF THE LINK BETWEEN THESE MEDIA PHENOMENA AND 
NATIONHOOD REMAIN SCARCE $RAWING ON EXISTING LITERATURE AND RESEARCH 
ON THE TOPIC THIS ARTICLE PROPOSES TO SHIFT ATTENTION AWAY FROM CEREMONIAL 
OCCASIONS PRIMARILY AIMED AT CELEBRATING NATIONAL UNITY TOWARDS THE 
MORE DISTRESSING EVENTS AND MOBILIZATION MARATHONS ENACTING PARTITION 
AND INSTITUTING DIVISIONS AMONG NATIONS ETHNICITIES CULTURES RACES OR 
RELIGIONS )T PROVIDES A SERIES OF PROPOSITIONS REGARDING THE INVOLVEMENT OF 
MEDIA EVENTS IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF AUDIENCES INTO NATIONS AND DISCUSSES 
TWO CATEGORIES OF MEDIA RITUALS THAT ARE LINKED CLOSELY TO CONTEMPORARY 
FORMS OF NATIONAL MOBILIZATION RITUALS OF PARTITION AND MOBILIZATION 
MARATHONS 'IVEN THE DISENTANGLEMENT OF NATIONS AND STATES AND THE 
MULTIETHNIC NATURE OF MODERN STATES AND MEDIA SPACES SUCH MEDIA 
OCCASIONS OUGHT TO RECEIVE MORE SUSTAINED ATTENTION IN THE FUTURE
JDXVNQCR   IDENTITY MEDIA EVENTS MEDIA RITUALS NATION NATIONAL 
MOBILIZATION 
&ROM THE EARLIEST ATTEMPTS TO STUDY MEDIA EVENTS AND MEDIA RITUALS ,ANG 
AND ,ANG ;= -ERTON ;= 3HILS AND 9OUNG ;=	 
RESEARCH OFTEN FOCUSED ON EVENTS OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE #ASE STUDIES 
REGULARLY CONSIDER MEDIA OCCASIONS PARTAKING IN NATIONBUILDING AND NATION
MAINTENANCE INCLUDING VARIOUS RITES OF PASSAGE INVOLVING MEMBERS OF ROYAL 
FAMILIES $AYAN AND +ATZ  0HILLIPS  7ARDLE AND 7EST 	 OR 
OTHER NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HEROES -C'UIGAN  4SALIKI 	 
%VEN THAT MOST OBVIOUSLY GLOBAL MEDIA EVENT THE /LYMPIC 'AMES HAS BEEN 
SHOWN TO ACHIEVE ITS WORLDWIDE APPEAL ONLY BY MEANS OF MOBILIZING THE 
WAVES OF  COMPETING NATIONALISMS ACROSS  THE GLOBE  "ERNSTEIN  
0UIJK  2OWE 	 (OWEVER DESPITE ITS CONSPICUOUS PRESENCE THE 
LINK BETWEEN MEDIA EVENTS ON THE ONE HAND AND NATIONS AND NATIONALISMS 
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ON THE OTHER HAND SO FAR HAS RECEIVED RATHER MEAGER ANALYTICAL ATTENTION 
$ANIEL $AYAN AND %LIHU +ATZS 	 GROUNDBREAKING STUDY IS A CASE IN 
POINT ALTHOUGH SEVERAL MEDIA EVENTS EXAMINED IN THE BOOK ENTAIL EITHER 
REAFFIRMATION OR RENEGOTIATION OF NATIONAL IDENTITY THE AUTHORS REMAIN 
INTRIGUINGLY SILENT ON THE ISSUE 3CANNELL A	
/N THE RARE OCCASIONS WHEN THE EXISTING LITERATURE ON MEDIA EVENTS 
EXPLICITLY ADDRESSES  ISSUES OF NATIONAL  IDENTITY AND NATIONALISM  THE 
THEORETICAL  CONTOURS OF  THE DEBATE ARE  CONFINED  LARGELY  TO A NARROW 
SELECTION OF CLASSIC BUT ALSO SOMEWHAT DATED CONCEPTS SUCH AS @IMAGINED 
COMMUNITY !NDERSON ;=	 AND @INVENTED TRADITION (OBSBAWM 
AND 2ANGER 	 4YPICALLY THE MAIN FOCUS IS ON MEDIA RITUALS WHICH 
AFFIRM AND REENACT EXISTING NATIONAL BELIEFS AND ATTACHMENTS AND LEGIT
IMATE ALREADY ESTABLISHED NATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS AND BALANCES OF POWER 
4HE FACT THAT MEDIA EVENTS ALSO MAY BE INVOLVED IN PROCESSES OF NATIONAL 
IDENTITY TRANSFORMATION OR DECONSTRUCTION IS  LARGELY  IGNORED ! SIMILAR 
PREOCCUPATION WITH NATIONAL  INTEGRATION TRANSPIRES ALSO  IN STUDIES  THAT 
MOVE BEYOND AN EXCLUSIVE  FOCUS ON MEDIA EVENTS AND EXAMINE  THESE 
EXTRAORDINARY OCCASIONS IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF THE DAILY PATTERNING OF 
NATIONAL LIFE INDUCED BY EVERYDAY MEDIA CONSUMPTION HABITS 2ADIO AND 
TELEVISION IN PARTICULAR IT IS ARGUED INTRODUCED A NEW KIND OF @TEMPORAL 
ORDERING OF SOCIAL LIFE #AREY  	 AND CRUCIALLY BECAME INVOLVED 
IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A COMMON SENSE OF  @DAILINESS  3CANNELL B	 
"ROADCASTING  SYNTHESIZED VARIOUS NATIONAL  CEREMONIES  AND PRODUCTS 
FROM MUSIC  TO  LITERATURE  TRANSFORMED THEM INTO  @ELEMENTS OF A SINGLE 
CORPORATE NATIONAL LIFE AVAILABLE TO ALL 3CANNELL AND #ARDIFF  	 
AND INCORPORATED THEM INTO THE CYCLICAL PATTERNING OF THE BROADCAST YEAR 
THROUGH WEEKS MONTHS SEASONS AND YEARS SEE ALSO 3CANNELL B	 
#ERTAINLY MANY STUDIES EXPRESSED SCEPTICISM ABOUT THE ACTUAL EFFECTS OF 
THESE ATTEMPTS AT INTEGRATION AND POINTED TO THE AMBIGUOUS FLIMSY NATURE 
OF THE ABSTRACT NATIONAL COLLECTIVITY TO ITS PERSISTING SEGMENTATION ALONG 
THE FAMILIAR LINES OF SOCIAL DIVISION AS WELL AS TO THE EXISTENCE OF DIVERGENT 
AUDIENCE RESPONSES 9ET THESE CONSIDERATIONS NEVER AMOUNTED TO AN EXPLICIT 
CONSIDERATION OF THE ROLE OF MEDIA EVENTS IN FURTHERING DISINTEGRATION OR 
RADICAL TRANSFORMATION 4HEREFORE IN TERMS OF THEORETICAL LEGACIES AT WORK 
IN RITUAL THEORY WE COULD ARGUE THAT MOST EXISTING EXAMINATIONS OF NATIONAL 
MEDIA EVENTS FALL WITHIN THE REACH OF THE NEO$URKHEIMIAN APPROACH TO 
RITUALS EMPHASIZING THE ROLE OF RITUALS IN SOCIAL INTEGRATION )N THIS SENSE 
THEY HAVE MUCH IN COMMON WITH OTHER ATTEMPTS TO CONCEPTUALIZE MEDIA 
AND COMMUNICATION IN TERMS OF RITUALS AND CAN BE CONCEIVED AS PARTS OF 
THE  @NEO$URKHEIMIAN PROJECT  IN  SOCIAL  SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES  SEE 
!LEXANDER  AND #OULDRY  FOR A CRITICISM	
4HIS NEO$URKHEMIAN SLANT  IS PARTICULARLY CURIOUS  IF ONE CONSIDERS 
THAT  SEVERAL AUTHORS HAVE CRITICIZED EXPLICITLY  THE OVERWHELMING BIAS 
IN  FAVOUR  OF  INTEGRATIVE MEDIA  EVENTS  AND  INSTEAD HAVE  EXAMINED 
CASES OF EVENTS CENTRING ON SOCIAL CONFLICT OR ARISING IN PERIODS OF SOCIAL 
LHGDK I   M@S H NM@K LDC H @  D UDMS R

CRISIS AND TRANSFORMATION !LEXANDER  #AREY  #OTTLE  
#OULDRY  %LLIOTT  &ISKE  (UNT  +ATZ AND ,IEBES 
 ,IEBES  ,IEBES AND "LONDHEIM   9ADGAR 	 
4HESE AUTHORS OFTEN REJECTED THE OVERLY FUNCTIONALIST NEO$URKHEIMIAN 
PERSPECTIVES AND INSTEAD DREW THEIR INSPIRATION FROM THE OTHER INFLUENTIAL 
LEGACY IN THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF RITUAL LARGELY STEMMING FROM THE WORK OF 
6ICTOR 4URNER 4HESE @NEO4URNERIAN APPROACHES POINTED OUT THAT MEDIA 
EVENTS  AND  RITUALS  ARE NOT  CONTRIBUTING ONLY  TO  THE PRODUCTION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION BUT ALSO ARE INVOLVED IN THE MANAGEMENT 
OF SOCIAL CONFLICT AND CHANGE 
9ET  THESE STUDIES ONLY SELDOM CONSIDERED HOW SUCH CONFLICTRIDDEN 
DISINTEGRATIVE  AND  TRANSFORMATIVE MEDIA  EVENTS  RELATE  TO  ISSUES  OF 
NATIONHOOD AND NATIONALISM  )N  THE  RARE  CASES WHERE  THIS WAS DONE 
#AREY  9ADGAR 	  THE AUTHORS AGAIN MADE NO REFERENCE  TO 
RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN NATIONALISM STUDIES &INALLY EXPLORATIONS OF MEDIA 
EVENTS  INVOLVED  IN  SWIFT AND CONDENSED  TRANSFORMATION OF  COLLECTIVE 
ATTACHMENTS SUCH AS THOSE ARISING WITH MASSSCALE VIOLENT CONFLICTS RADICAL 
TRANSFORMATION OF POLITICAL SYSTEMS OR FORMATION OF NEW STATES ARE STILL 
VIRTUALLY NONEXISTENT 7HENEVER AN ATTEMPT IS MADE TO DEAL WITH MORE 
RADICAL CHANGES AND RUPTURES n AS IN $AYAN AND +ATZS 	 ANALYSIS OF 
THE FIRST BROADCASTS OF THE DEMONSTRATIONS IN 0RAGUE IN  ,EE ET ALS 
	 EXAMINATION OF (ONG +ONGS  RETURN  TO #HINA  IN  OR  THE 
EXAMINATIONS OF MEDIA DISASTER MARATHONS  ,IEBES  ,IEBES AND 
"LONDHEIM  	 AND THE  LIVE BROADCASTING OF OTHER  TRAUMATIC 
EVENTS +ATZ AND ,IEBES 	 n THE PROCESS EITHER IS NARRATED WITHOUT 
MUCH RECOURSE TO CONCEPTS OF NATION AND NATIONALISM OR IS FORCED TO FIT 
INTO THEORETICAL LENSES THAT ESCHEW ISSUES OF TRANSFORMATION AND END UP 
ELUCIDATING ONLY THE NEW STATUS QUO
4HIS ARTICLE AIMS TO FILL  THIS BLANK BY DRAWING ATTENTION TO SOME OF 
THE RECENT DEBATES IN NATIONALISM STUDIES AND BY USING THEM TO DISCUSS 
TRANSFORMATIVE AND DISRUPTIVE NATIONAL MEDIA EVENTS 4O BEGIN WITH IT IS 
ARGUED THAT WHEN EXAMINING TRANSFORMATIVE AND DISRUPTIVE NATIONAL MEDIA 
EVENTS PARTICULAR ATTENTION SHOULD BE PLAYED TO THE PERFORMATIVE ROLE OF 
THE AUDIENCE 4HE ARTICLE THEN DISCUSSES THE FORMATION OF CHAINS OF EVENTS 
AND THEIR ROLE IN NATIONAL MOBILIZATION AND CONCLUDES BY EXAMINING MEDIA 
DISPLAYS OF DIVISION !NOTHER CAVEAT IS IN PLACE HERE TALKING OF DISRUPTIVE 
OR DIVISIVE MEDIA EVENTS n WHETHER NATIONAL OR OF ANOTHER KIND n MEANS 
STRETCHING THE DEFINITION OF MEDIA EVENTS WELL BEYOND THAT PROVIDED BY 
$AYAN AND +ATZ 	 WHO LIMIT THE TERM TO PREPLANNED PREDOMINANTLY 
INTEGRATIVE INTERRUPTIONS OF ESTABLISHED ROUTINES OF BROADCASTING (OWEVER 
GIVEN THE PROLIFERATION OF STUDIES EXPLORING DIVISIVE MEDIA OCCASIONS IT MAY 
BE TIME TO SHIFT THE LABEL OF MEDIA EVENTS TO A MORE GENERAL LEVEL AND USE 
IT TO REFER TO ALL THE DIFFERENT MEDIA GENRES THAT INTERRUPT THE USUAL DAILY 
PROGRAMMING NOT ONLY THE CEREMONIAL MEDIA EVENTS EXPLORED BY $AYAN 
AND +ATZ BUT ALSO THE DISRUPTIVE DIVISIVE ONES DISCUSSED IN THIS ARTICLE
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.ATIONFORMATION AS AN EPISODIC PROCESS  
NATION AS A CONTINGENT EVENT
!RGUABLY  THE  LACK OF  LITERATURE ADDRESSING DISRUPTIVE NATIONAL MEDIA 
EVENTS IS IN PART A CONSEQUENCE OF PARTICULAR WEAKNESSES AND OMISSIONS IN 
MAINSTREAM THEORIES OF NATIONS AND NATIONALISM 4WO CLOSELY INTERTWINED 
ISSUES ARE AT STAKE &IRST  FOR SEVERAL DECADES MUCH OF THE MAINSTREAM 
DEBATE ON NATIONS AND NATIONALISM REMAINED OVERWHELMINGLY CENTRED ON 
MACROPROCESSES AND STRUCTURES  FOSTERING  THE RISE AND PROLIFERATION OF 
NATIONAL MOVEMENTS AND NATIONSTATES THE FORMATION OF A PARTICULAR IDEOL
OGY +EDOURIE ;=	  THE ADVENT OF SOCIOECONOMIC TRENDS SUCH 
AS MODERNIZATION AND INDUSTRIALIZATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPECIFIC 
INSTITUTIONS AND INFRASTRUCTURES SUCH AS MODERN STATES EDUCATION SYSTEMS 
TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION NETWORKS  !NDERSON ;= 
"REUILLY ;= 'ELLNER 	 (OWEVER IT WAS RARELY CONSIDERED 
THAT WHILE INDEED ENABLING THE RISE OF MODERN NATIONS AND NATIONALISMS 
IN GENERAL THESE MACROFACTORS DID NOT DETERMINE THEIR EXACT FORM AND 
CONTENT 3CHOLARS SELDOM ENDEAVOURED TO EXPLAIN WHY ONLY SOME CULTURAL 
MARKERS  RATHER  THAN OTHERS HAVE ASSUMED CENTRESTAGE  IN PARTICULAR 
MOMENTS AND CONTEXTS WHY ONLY SOME NATIONS WERE @WILLED INTO BEING 
WHILE OTHERS ENTERED THE ANNALS OF HISTORY ONLY AS FANTASIES OR FAILURES 
AND WHY AFTER ALL SOME NATIONS BECAME WEDDED TO NATIONSTATES WHILE 
OTHERS WERE ASSIMILATED INTO BIGGER NATIONS OR RELEGATED TO THE STATUS OF 
@REGIONAL IDENTITY OR @ETHNICITY ! SIMILAR WEAKNESS WAS SHARED ALSO BY 
THE NOWCLASSIC WORKS ON NATIONALISM AND NATIONBUILDING WITH RESPECT TO 
SOCIAL COMMUNICATION !NDERSON ;= $EUTSCH  ,ERNER  
3CHRAMM 	 7HILE ONE CAN EASILY AGREE THAT MASS COMMUNICATION IS 
AN INDISPENSABLE MEANS OF ACHIEVING AND MAINTAINING A SET OF COMMON
ALITIES THAT TRANSCEND THE DIFFERENCES WITHIN A CERTAIN GROUP IT IS FAR LESS 
CLEAR WHY THESE COMMONALITIES SHOULD BE OF ONE PARTICULAR TYPE RATHER 
THAN ANOTHER AND WHY MORE BROADLY THEY SHOULD BE NATIONAL RATHER THAN 
OF SOME OTHER KIND "REUILLY ;= 3CHLESINGER 	
3ECOND WHILE MUCH INK HAS BEEN SPENT ON DISCUSSING THE EARLY PERIODS 
OF NATIONFORMATION PARTICULARLY ON ESTABLISHING THE EXACT BALANCE OF CON 
TINUITY AND DISCONTINUITY BETWEEN MODERN NATIONS AND PREMODERN COLLECT 
IVITIES !RMSTRONG  3MITH 	 WE KNOW COMPARATIVELY SPEAKING 
MUCH LESS ABOUT  THE EBBS AND FLOWS OF NATIONS AND NATIONALISMS AFTER 
THEIR INITIAL RISE AND ABOUT THE MICROPOLITICS OF NATIONALIST MOBILIZATION 
AND DEMOBILIZATION  IN ESTABLISHED NATIONS AND NATIONSTATES -ICHAEL 
"ILLIGS 	 STUDY OF BANAL NATIONALISM MADE A CRUCIAL STEP FORWARD BY 
PROVIDING AN ACCOUNT OF HOW NATIONAL ATTACHMENTS ARE BEING SUSTAINED 
AND REPRODUCED IN ESTABLISHED NATIONAL STATES VIA A WIDE ARRAY OF HARDLY 
NOTICEABLE ROUTINES AND CATEGORIES THAT PERMEATE THE FABRIC OF EVERYDAY 
LIFE 3EVERAL STUDIES FOLLOWED DIVERSIFYING AND COMPLICATING "ILLIGS THEORY 
BY POINTING  TO  THE MULTIPLE  LAYERS OF  SUBNATIONAL AND  TRANSNATIONAL 
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BELONGING ANCHORED IN EVERYDAY HABITS AND CATEGORIES ALONGSIDE NATIONAL 
ONES EG 2OSIE ET AL  	 /THERS HAVE SHOWN HOW THE MINDLESSLY 
PERFORMED NATIONMAINTAINING PRACTICES ENTER DAILY LIVES THROUGH A RANGE 
OF COMMUNICATIONRELATED INSTITUTIONS AND EVERYDAY PRACTICES NOT EXPLORED 
BY "ILLIG FOR EXAMPLE NATIONAL CURRENCIES PUBLIC PHONES ADVERTISING AND 
CONSUMPTION &OSTER 	 AS WELL AS THE VARIOUS MEDIA OF TIMEKEEPING 
SUCH AS WRISTWATCHES CLOCKS AND CALENDARS 0OSTILL 	
(OWEVER BY AND LARGE THE THEORY OF BANAL NATIONALISM HAS NOT REALLY 
CHALLENGED THE ESTABLISHED NARRATIVE OF NATIONFORMATION  ITS  STRUCTURE 
HAS REMAINED LARGELY UNILINEAR  TELEOLOGICAL AND IRREVERSIBLE )NITIALLY 
THIS NARRATIVE ENDED WITH THE SUCCESSFUL ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONSTATE 
WHICH WAS EXPECTED TO ATTENUATE AND DIFFUSE NATIONALIST  SENTIMENTS  IF 
NOT ELIMINATE THEM ALTOGETHER !FTER "ILLIGS INTERVENTION THE NARRATIVE 
WAS SIMPLY EXTENDED TO INCLUDE A PHASE OF BANAL NATIONALISM 9ET AS SOME 
OF THE MORE RECENT STUDIES OF NATIONALISM POINT OUT NATIONFORMATION IS 
NOT NECESSARILY A ONEWAY CUMULATIVE PROCESS  LEADING TOWARDS A  FINAL 
ACCOMPLISHMENT WHICH IS  THEN FOLLOWED BY A HARDLY NOTICEABLE BANAL 
REPRODUCTION OF NATIONAL BELONGING )NSTEAD THIS PROCESS SHOULD BE SEEN 
AS HIGHLY UNEVEN AND @EPISODIC (UTCHINSON 	 PUNCTUATED BY SHORT 
PERIODS OF SUDDEN AND RATHER RARE CRYSTALLIZATIONS OF NATIONAL FEELINGS 
ON A MASS SCALE "EISSINGER 	 FOLLOWED BY LENGTHY PERIODS OF @QUIET 
OR @BANAL NATIONALISM WHEN THE CONTINUAL RECONSTRUCTION OF NATIONHOOD 
IS  LIMITED TO NARROW CIRCLES OF PROFESSIONAL NATIONBUILDERS AND NATION
MAINTAINERS 
&OR MOST OF THE TIME THEN IDEAS OF FULLYFLEDGED NATIONS HOMOGENEOUS 
NATIONSTATES AND ALLEMBRACING NATIONAL PUBLIC  SPHERES ARE PRECISELY 
THAT  IDEAS $ESPITE  THE  RHETORIC  OF UNITY  AND  STRENGTH  THE NATION
STATE  IS  IN  FACT  ALWAYS  @AN UNFINISHED PROJECT  #HERNILO    	 
#ORRESPONDINGLY A NATION  IS  @A  CONTINGENT  CONJECTURALLY  FLUCTUATING 
AND PRECARIOUS  FRAME OF VISION AND BASIS  FOR  INDIVIDUAL AND COLLECTIVE 
ACTION "RUBAKER  	 AND @A CONSTANTLY CONTESTED TERRAIN SEEKING 
RECOGNITION AS INCONTROVERTIBLE hSOCIAL FACTv "EISSINGER  	 )N THE 
PROTRACTED PERIODS OF @QUIET NATIONALISM THE REALITY OF A NATION IS LIMITED 
TO THE REALITY OF THE NATION IN FABULA CONSTITUTED BY THE OFTEN PERVASIVE 
AND INSTITUTIONALIZED	 CATEGORIES AND FRAMES CATEGORIES USED TO CLASSIFY 
INDIVIDUALS AS MEMBERS OF NATIONS FRAMES USED IN NARRATING HISTORY AS A SET 
OF PARALLEL NATIONAL HISTORIES OR IN REPRESENTING CULTURE AS AN ENSEMBLE OF 
ARTEFACTS VALUES NORMS OR HABITS BELONGING TO INDIVIDUAL NATIONS 4HEREFORE 
IT IS ONLY IN EXCEPTIONAL BRIEF MOMENTS THAT NATIONS DO BECOME WHAT THEY 
ARE NORMALLY ASSUMED TO BE n IMAGINED COMMUNITIES IN ACTU CAPTURING THE 
HEARTS AND MINDS OF THE MASSES )N THIS SENSE AS -ARK "EISSINGER POINTS 
OUT %RNEST 2ENAN ;=	 WAS ONLY HALF  RIGHT WHEN HE  LIKENED 
NATIONS TO DAILY PLEBISCITES .ATIONS ARE INDEED METAPHORICALLY SPEAKING 
@PLEBISCITES BUT RATHER THAN DAILY PLEBISCITES THEY @ARE BETTER UNDERSTOOD 
AS PUNCTUATED AND IRREGULAR PLEBISCITES  	
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/N MOST OCCASIONS SUCH PERIODIC NATIONAL MOBILIZATIONS ARE CAREFULLY 
PREPLANNED AND MANAGED SCHEDULED TO COINCIDE WITH NATIONAL HOLIDAYS 
OR MAJOR SPORTS CONTESTS AND THEREFORE USED TO REASSERT ESTABLISHED ATTACH
MENTS /CCASIONALLY HOWEVER THE IRREGULAR @PLEBISCITES OF NATIONHOOD ARE 
PROMPTED BY UNPLANNED DEVELOPMENTS MOST OFTEN MAJOR CATASTROPHES 
RESULTING IN SOCIODEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES SUCH AS WAR MASS MIGRATION OR 
FAMINE WHICH @TRIGGER MOVEMENTS FROM BELOW FOR OR AGAINST A PARTICULAR 
NATION OR THE NATIONSTATE (UTCHINSON  	 )N SUCH EXTREME CIRCUM
STANCES THE PROCESSES OF NATIONMAINTENANCE CAN EASILY GET OUT OF HAND 
AND TURN INTO A PROCESS OF DISINTEGRATION OR RADICAL TRANSFORMATION GIVING 
RISE TO NEW OR RADICALLY TRANSFORMED NATIONS )N THE PAST TWO DECADES THE 
WHOLE OF %ASTERN %UROPE EXPERIENCED SUCH RAPID DESTRUCTION OF EXISTING 
LONGESTABLISHED ROUTINES OF NATIONMAINTENANCE AND THEIR REPLACEMENT 
WITH NEW ONES )N VIRTUALLY ALL CASES THESE DEVELOPMENTS HAVE BEEN PRE
SENTED AS NATURAL AND INEVITABLE TYPICALLY THE NEWLYESTABLISHED NATION
STATES HAVE EXTERNALIZED THE COMMUNIST PERIOD AS AN ALIEN INTRUSION AND 
UNWELCOME INTERRUPTION OF  THE NATURAL COURSE OF NATIONBUILDING 9ET 
CLEARLY SUCH A RETROSPECTIVE NARRATIVE OF HISTORY n DISCOMFORTINGLY WELL
ATTUNED TO THE DOMINANT PERCEPTION OF NATIONBUILDING AS A CUMULATIVE 
UNILINEAR PROCESS n IS MISGUIDING )T GLOSSES OVER PRECISELY WHAT REQUIRES 
EXPLANATION THE PROCESSES THROUGH WHICH ESTABLISHED NATIONS AND STATES 
ARE CHALLENGED TRANSFORMED OR EXTINGUISHED #LEARLY SUCH PROCESSES CAN 
PRECIPITATE NATIONAL MEDIA EVENTS THAT HAVE A RADICALLY TRANSFORMATIVE 
AND SOMETIMES EVEN DESTRUCTIVE  INTENTION OR EFFECT 4HE REMAINDER OF 
THE ARTICLE OUTLINES SOME IDEAS  FOR UNDERSTANDING AND ANALYSING THESE 
TRANSFORMATIVE MEDIA OCCASIONS
4HE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE IN TRANSFORMATIVE  
NATIONAL MEDIA EVENTS
'IVEN THE SIZE OF MODERN NATIONS NATIONAL EVENTS CANNOT BE TRULY SUCCESSFUL 
IN THEIR IDENTITYBUILDING OR TRANSFORMATIVE EFFORTS IF THEY ARE NOT SUPPORTED 
BY MODERN MEANS OF MASS COMMUNICATION WHICH ECLIPSE DISTANCES BETWEEN 
THE PHYSICAL LOCATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND THE WIDELYDISPERSED LOCATIONS 
OF ADDRESSEES /BVIOUSLY NOT ALL EVENTS INVOLVED IN IDENTITYCONSTRUCTION 
ARE MADE PUBLIC n ON THE CONTRARY A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT GOES ON BEHIND 
THE STAGE 9ET EVERY COLLECTIVE IDENTITY AND CERTAINLY EVERY ATTEMPT TO 
CHANGE A COLLECTIVE IDENTITY REQUIRES ALSO A FAIR MEASURE OF PUBLICITY AND 
THUS AN AUDIENCE	 IF IT IS TO SUCCEED 0ARTICULARLY WHEN STUDYING NATIONAL 
EVENTS OF A TRANSFORMATIVE OR DISRUPTIVE CHARACTER THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE 
SHOULD BE ACCORDED SPECIAL ATTENTION 7HILE MOST CLASSIC STUDIES OF MEDIA 
EVENTS FOCUS ON THE PERFORMATIVE ROLE OF CHARISMATIC LEADERS IT IS CLEAR THAT 
IN SEVERAL CASES THE ROLE OF THE @HERO IS ACCORDED TO THE AUDIENCETURNED
NATION ITSELF 4HIS HAPPENS IN MOST NATIONAL MEDIA EVENTS INCLUDING THOSE 
THAT STAGE AND CONFIRM EXISTING LOYALTIES SUCH AS 2OOSEVELTS FIRESIDE CHATS 
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2YFE 	 )N VIRTUALLY ALL SUCH NATIONAL EVENTS THE AUDIENCE PRESENT AT 
THE EVENT AS WELL AS THE AUDIENCE FOLLOWING THE EVENT THROUGH THE MASS 
MEDIA IS PRESENTED AND ADDRESSED BY THE MEDIA AS A NATION
)N CELEBRATORY MEDIA EVENTS MEMBERS OF THE AUDIENCE TYPICALLY HAVE 
RELATIVELY LITTLE INFLUENCE ON THE FRAMES USED BY THE REPORTERS NEWSREADERS 
AND CAMERAPERSONS WHEN REPRESENTING THEM 4HEIR ROLE ALTHOUGH IMPORT
ANT IS NORMALLY PRESCRIBED BY THE ORGANIZERS OF THE EVENT AND LIMITED TO 
THE AUTHENTICATION OF THE ORGANIZERS OWN VISION OF THE OCCASION INCLUDING 
ANY CLAIMS THAT @THE NATION IN THE FORM OF THE AUDIENCE IS PARTICIPATING 
IN THE EVENT 4HIS IS CONSISTENT WITH THE IDEAL STRUCTURE OF @PUBLIC EVENTS 
OF PRESENTATION WHICH DOES NOT TOLERATE AMBIGUITY DISCORD INCONSISTENCY 
OR CHALLENGES CF (ANDELMAN 	 )T MAY WELL BE THAT THE PARTICIPANTS 
OF RITUALS ARE NOT ALL EQUALLY CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH OF WHAT IS ENACTED IN 
THE RITUAL #HANEY 	 n IN OUR CASE THE TRUTH OF THE NATION OR THE PAR 
TICULAR FORM OF NATIONHOOD STAGED IN THE RITUAL n YET THESE DOUBTS DO NOT 
NORMALLY BECOME VISIBLE  IN  THE MEDIA COVERAGE UNLESS  THE MEDIA ARE 
EXPLICITLY  LOOKING  TO DELEGITIMIZE  THE EVENT  )NSTEAD  THE REPORTERS OF 
CELEBRATORY EVENTS ARE  INCLINED  TO  INTERPRET  THE  SHEER PRESENCE OF  THE 
AUDIENCE AS EVIDENCE OF BELIEF  IN OR SUPPORT FOR  THE VALUES ENACTED IN 
THE RITUAL !S 2OY 2APPAPORT 	 ARGUED FOR A RITUAL TO BE EFFECTIVE 
PARTICIPANTS DO NOT NECESSARILY HAVE TO BELIEVE THAT THE REPRESENTATIONS 
PRESENTED TO THEM ARE ACCURATE NEITHER DO THEY HAVE TO CONFORM IN THEIR 
EVERYDAY LIVES TO THE VALUES AND RULES THAT THE RITUAL ENCODES (OWEVER 
BY THE SIMPLE FACT OF PERFORMING A RITUAL PARTICIPANTS SIGNAL n IN A PUBLIC 
MANNER VISIBLE TO ALL n THAT THEY ACCEPT IT AND IT IS THIS PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE 
RATHER THAN ACTUAL BELIEF AND OBEDIENCE THAT IS A NECESSARY CONDITION FOR 
A RITUAL TO BE EFFECTIVE
/F COURSE PERFORMERS CAN ACT IN A MANNER WHICH DOES NOT CONFORM TO 
PRESCRIBED ROLES FOR EXAMPLE BY REJECTING A PARTICULAR VISION OF THE NATION 
SUGGESTED BY THE ORGANIZERS "EISSINGER 	 )N CONTRAST TO THE OBJECTIFIED 
REPRESENTATIONS OF THE NATION FOUND IN TEXTS AND MUSEUMS AND IN CONTRAST 
TO REGULAR DAILY ENCOUNTERS WITH THE MEDIA CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS ALWAYS 
ENTAIL A DEGREE OF UNCERTAINTY EVEN IF THEY ARE NOT SPECIFICALLY AIMED AT 
TRANSFORMATION 9ET IF SUCH BREACHES OF SUGGESTED ROLES AND ORDER HAPPEN 
NORMALLY THE CAMERAS AND REPORTERS WILL TURN A BLIND EYE TO THEM AS WAS 
THE CASE WITH OVERZEALOUS PARTICIPANTS PUNKS AND SKINHEADS IN THE FESTIV
ITIES ACCOMPANYING THE "RITISH ROYAL WEDDING IN  $AYAN AND +ATZ 
	 !LTERNATIVELY THE MEDIA MAY CHOOSE TO LABEL SUCH GAMEBREAKERS 
AS DEVIOUS AND DENOUNCE THEIR ACTIONS AND BELIEFS AS  ILLEGITIMATE AND 
HARMFUL AS IS OFTEN THE CASE WITH THE MEDIA COVERAGE OF PUBLIC PROTESTS SEE 
EG (ANSEN AND -URDOCK 	 !LTHOUGH NATIONS ARE ALWAYS INTERNALLY 
CONTESTED AND INCOHERENT !SKEW  6ERDERY 	 NORMALLY THESE 
INCOHERENCIES ARE DOWNPLAYED IGNORED OR STIGMATIZED /N MOST OCCASIONS 
THE NATIONAL @WE INVOKED BY CELEBRATORY MEDIA EVENTS CAN ACCOMMODATE 
COMPETING AND EVEN INCOMPATIBLE DEFINITIONS OF NATIONAL IDENTITY 4HIS 
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ALLOWS THE BOUNDARIES OF THE NATION TO REMAIN FUZZY IN MUCH THE SAME 
WAY AS IN ROUTINE REFERENCES TO THE NATION IN EVERYDAY MEDIA REPORTING 
2OSIE ET AL 	
(OWEVER IN CIRCUMSTANCES OF HEIGHTENED UNCERTAINTY AND TURMOIL THE 
SITUATION IS RADICALLY DIFFERENT THE COMPETING DEFINITIONS OF THE NATION 
BECOME MORE APPARENT AND @THE LOYALTIES UNDERLYING COMPETING CLAIMS 
TO NATIONHOOD ARE PUT TO OPEN TEST INVITING AND EVEN DEMANDING CHOICE 
BETWEEN COMPETING FORMS OF  IDENTITY  "EISSINGER  	 /N SUCH 
OCCASIONS THE DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOUR OF AUDIENCES MAY SIMPLY BECOME TOO 
EVIDENT WIDESPREAD AND PERSISTENT TO BE SUCCESSFULLY CENSORED STIGMAT
IZED OR SOMEHOW REFITTED INTO ESTABLISHED FRAMES OF REFERENCE 4HEREFORE 
IN CONTRAST WITH PUBLIC EVENTS OF PRESENTATION DISPLAYS OF NATIONHOOD IN 
TIMES OF CRISIS ALWAYS HAVE TO PLAY WITH UNCERTAINTY AND AS SUCH RESEMBLE 
THE  IDEAL  STRUCTURE OF EVENTS OF MODELLING  CF (ANDELMAN 	  )N 
SUCH A  SITUATION  CEREMONIAL  ATTEMPTS  TO  REENACT  EXISTING NATIONAL 
AFFILIATIONS WILL  FAIL  TO PROVOKE WHAT  THEY DISPLAY AS ALREADY EXISTING 
4HEREFORE IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE ORGANIZERS OF MEDIA EVENTS IN SUCH A 
CONTEXT DEAL WITH THE UNCERTAINTY UNLEASHED BY THE NONCONFORMIST BEHAV
IOUR OF THEIR AUDIENCES )F THEY FAIL TO DO THAT THEY MAY RUN THE RISK OF 
HAVING THE AUDIENCE COOPTED BY RIVAL LEADERS PARTICULARLY IF THE LATTER ARE 
ABLE TO SECURE THE SUPPORT OF THE MEDIA 5NLESS THEY CAN AFFORD TO PREVENT 
THIS BY USE OF FORCE OR ARE PREPARED TO SURRENDER THEIR POWER TO REPRESENT 
THEY NEED TO TRY AND REFRAME THEIR REPRESENTATION IN ORDER TO COOPT THE 
AUDIENCE AND CHANNEL ITS ACTIONS INTO A PARTICULAR DIRECTION IE TO MODEL 
A PARTICULAR VERSION OF A POSSIBLE FUTURE A PARTICULAR RESOLUTION TO  THE 
CURRENT STATE OF TURMOIL AND UNCERTAINTY
-EDIA EVENTS LAUNCHED DURING THE DISINTEGRATION OF SOCIALIST 9UGOSLAVIA 
PROVIDE SEVERAL EXAMPLES IN POINT 4OWARDS THE LATE S FEDERAL STATE 
INSTITUTIONS BECAME UNABLE TO ACCOMMODATE AND COOPT THE POPULATIONS 
OF ALL THE REPUBLICS AND PAN9UGOSLAV MEDIA EVENTS DESIGNED TO CELEBRATE 
9UGOSLAV UNITY WERE FAILING REPEATEDLY 4HIS WAS DUE PARTLY TO THE FACT 
THAT THE THE 9UGOSLAV MEDIA MARKET WAS SEGMENTED ALONG REPUBLICAN 
AND THEREBY MOSTLY NATIONAL  LINES 3NYDER 	 !S  THE POSITIONS OF 
RESPECTIVE REPUBLICAN ÏLITES BEGAN TO DRIFT FURTHER APART AUDIENCES ACROSS 
THE FEDERATION WERE SERVED DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED INTERPRETATIONS OF THE 
SAME EVENTS -EDIA RESPONSES  TO THE CELEBRATIONS OF A MAJOR 9UGOSLAV 
NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN  PROVIDE A FITTING EXAMPLE 7HILE THE HOLIDAY 
CONTINUED  TO BE  CELEBRATED  IN A  FAIRLY USUAL WAY  IN  THE 2EPUBLIC OF 
"OSNIA AND (ERZEGOVINA THE 2EPUBLIC OF #ROATIA ABOLISHED THE HOLIDAY 
ALTOGETHER )N THE 2EPUBLIC OF 3LOVENIA THE HOLIDAY WAS STILL IN PLACE YET 
THE MAINSTREAM MEDIA TOOK EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO POINT OUT HOW OBSOLETE 
IT WAS -IHELJ 	 !PART FROM THE SEGMENTED MEDIA MARKET ONE OF 
THE MAIN REASONS FOR THIS FAILURE LAY IN THE FACT THAT THE CELEBRATIONS WERE 
DESIGNED TO COMMEMORATE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERATION WHOSE VERY 
FOUNDATIONS WERE BEING CHALLENGED AT THE TIME !S SUCH THEY FAILED TO 
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ADDRESS THE SENSE OF UNCERTAINTY AND CRISIS PREVAILING IN THE COUNTRY )N 
CONTRAST  THE MOST POPULAR REPUBLICAN LEADERS HAD DISCOVERED LONG AGO 
THE LEGITIMATING POTENTIAL OF MASS PROTESTS AND TOOK EVERY OPPORTUNITY 
TO CHANNEL POPULAR UNREST TO THEIR OWN BENEFIT &OR EXAMPLE IN THE NOW 
IN	FAMOUS  IMPROMPTU ADDRESS DELIVERED IN +OSOVO IN  3LOBODAN 
-ILOÝEVIC| ADDRESSED A CROWD OF LOCAL 3ERBS AND SUPPORTED THEIR PROTEST 
AGAINST WHAT  THEY PERCEIVED AS ANTI3ERB OPPRESSION BY THE !LBANIAN
DOMINATED PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION 3ILBER AND ,ITTLE 	 )MAGES 
OF THE EVENT WERE BROADCAST ACROSS THE FEDERATION INSTALLING -ILOÝEVIC| AS 
THE PROTECTOR OF THE 3ERBIAN NATION
)T IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT DURING THE EARLY STAGE OF 9UGOSLAV DISINTEGRA
TION THE PARTICIPANTS OF MASS PROTESTS WERE EXPRESSING THEIR GRIEVANCES 
IN A MULTITUDE OF DIFFERENT AND OFTEN POORLY ARTICULATED WAYS AND THAT THE 
NATIONALIST FRAME WAS ONLY ONE AMONG MANY 5LTIMATELY IT WAS DOWN TO 
PROFESSIONAL PRODUCERS OF PUBLIC REPRESENTATIONS INCLUDING THE MEDIA AND 
POLITICIANS TO PROMOTE ONE OR ANOTHER FRAMING OF THE EVENT AND IDENTIFY 
ITS MAIN ACTORS &OR EXAMPLE THE MASS PROTESTS ACCOMPANYING A MILITARY 
TRIAL  TAKING PLACE  IN 3LOVENIA  IN  WERE MOTIVATED BY A MIXTURE OF 
RATHER INCOMPATIBLE CONCERNS WITH SOME BASED ON UNIVERSALISTIC DEMOCRATIC 
PRINCIPLES AND OTHERS ON PARTICULARISTIC NATIONALIST IDEALS !T THE TIME 
SOME OF THE MAINSTREAM 3LOVENIAN MEDIA SIDED WITH UNIVERSALISTIC PRO
DEMOCRATIC CONCERNS WHILE THE 3LOVENIAN COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP ADOPTED 
THE NATIONALIST  LINE -IHELJ ET AL 	 4HE MASS RALLIES TAKING PLACE 
ACROSS 3ERBIA AND -ONTENEGRO IN THE SAME YEAR WERE ALSO IDEOLOGICALLY 
INCOHERENT MOTIVATED NOT ONLY BY NATIONALIST RESENTMENT BUT ALSO BY CLASS 
CONCERNS THE PROTESTERS WERE RISING AGAINST BOTH THE NATIONALLY UNDEFINED 
@BUREAUCRACY AND @RED CAPITALISTS AS WELL AS AGAINST NATIONAL @TRAITORS AND 
MEMBERS OF OTHER 9UGOSLAV NATIONS #OLOVIC| 	 
)N SUBSEQUENT YEARS THE NATIONALIST FRAMING BECAME THE MOST POPULAR 
SIDELINING THOSE BASED ON UNIVERSALISTIC CONCERNS AS WELL AS THOSE ROOTED 
IN  THE  SUPRANATIONAL  IDENTIFICATION WITH  THE WORKING CLASS (OWEVER 
DURING THESE EARLY PROTESTS THE EXACT DIRECTION OF FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS WAS 
STILL RATHER UNCERTAIN 4HIS INTERNALLY CONTESTED AND UNCERTAIN IDENTITY OF 
MASS PUBLIC  EVENTS  IN PERIODS OF  RAPID  TRANSFORMATION  IS  SOMETHING 
WHICH REGULARLY ESCAPES ACCOUNTS OF HISTORICAL CHANGE 7ITH THE BENEFIT 
OF HINDSIGHT EVEN THE MOST DRAMATIC AND UNEXPECTED CHANGES APPEAR AS 
INEVITABLE CONSEQUENCES OF LONGEXISTING INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND 
STRUCTURAL CONSTRAINTS )T IS RARELY CONSIDERED THAT SUCH CONSTRAINTS ONLY 
MAKE A PARTICULAR COURSE OF ACTION POSSIBLE NOT NECESSARY 7HILE TRANS 
FORMATIVE EVENTS MAY BE SPURRED BY PROCESSES THAT ARE LONG UNDERWAY 
THEY TEND TO  @TRANSFORM SOCIAL RELATIONS IN WAYS THAT COULD NOT BE FULLY 
PREDICTED FROM THE GRADUAL CHANGES THAT MAY HAVE MADE THEM POSSIBLE 
3EWELL  	 )N THE COURSE OF SUCH EVENTS IT IS UP TO THE ACTORS IN
VOLVED IN THE EVENT INCLUDING THE MEDIA TO TILT THE DEVELOPMENTS TOWARDS 
ONE POSSIBLE COURSE OF ACTION RATHER THAN ANOTHER
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#HAINS OF MEDIA EVENTS AND NATIONAL MOBILIZATION
0UTTING EMPHASIS ON THE TRANSFORMATIVE DISRUPTIVE POTENTIAL OF EVENTS 
MAY LEAVE THE FALSE IMPRESSION THAT CHANGE CAN BE ACHIEVED OVERNIGHT 
WITHIN A SINGLE EVENT 4HIS IS FAR FROM THE TRUTH )NSTEAD OF BEING MAGICALLY 
ACHIEVED OVER  THE SPAN OF ONE EVENT  LARGESCALE SOCIAL  TRANSFORMATION 
NORMALLY RESULTS FROM A SERIES OF INTERCONNECTED CASCADELIKE CHAINS OF 
EVENTS 3EWELL 	 4RANSFORMATIVE EVENTS REGULARLY @CLUSTER TEMPORALLY 
IN CHAINS SERIES WAVES CYCLES AND TIDES FORMING A PUNCTUATED HISTORY OF 
HEIGHTENED CHALLENGE AND RELATIVE STABILITY "EISSINGER  	 7ITHIN 
THESE CHAINS EVENTS  THEMSELVES BEGIN  TO GUIDE  THE COURSE OF CHANGE 
SPURRING NEW EVENTS AND THUS CONTRIBUTING TO THE SPREAD OF COLLECTIVE ACTION 
)NDIVIDUAL EVENTS IN SUCH CHAINS NORMALLY REFER TO PRIOR EVENTS COMPOSING 
THEM INTO A MORE OR  LESS COHERENT NARRATIVE OF TRANSFORMATION AS WELL 
AS CONSTRUCTING A COLLECTIVE MEMORY OF THE PAST AND PROMOTING VISIONS 
OF WHAT IS TO COME 4HUS THE MULTIPLICITY OF OPTIONS AND UNCERTAINTY OF 
OUTCOMES APPARENT WHILE A PARTICULAR EVENT IS TAKING PLACE IS SUBSEQUENTLY 
LOST AS THE EVENT BECOMES INCORPORATED INTO A LARGELY UNILINEAR NARRATIVE 
OF PAST TRANSFORMATION 
4HE MILITARY TRIAL THAT TOOK PLACE IN 3LOVENIA IN  FOR EXAMPLE IS NOW 
CONVENTIONALLY REGARDED AS THE CRUCIAL TURNING POINT IN THE EARLY HISTORY 
OF 3LOVENIAS DEMOCRATIZATION WHICH TRANSFORMED DEMOCRATIZATION INTO 
AN EXPLICITLY NATIONAL PROJECT EG #ARMICHAEL AND 'OW  0AVKOVIC| 
	 9ET AS NOTED ABOVE EVEN SOME OF THE MAINSTREAM MEDIA AT THE 
TIME SIDED WITH PRODEMOCRATIC ARGUMENTS AND AVOIDED CHAMPIONING 
THE NATIONAL CAUSE )N A SIMILAR VEIN  THE RALLIES TAKING PLACE IN 3ERBIA 
AND -ONTENEGRO AT  THE  SAME TIME ARE VIEWED NOW PREDOMINANTLY AS 
INSTRUMENTS THAT ALLOWED -ILOÝEVIC| TO REPLACE THE AUTHORITIES IN THE TWO 
AUTONOMOUS PROVINCES 6OJVODINA AND +OSOVO AS WELL AS THE 2EPUBLIC OF 
-ONTENEGRO AND THUS FOLLOW HIS NATIONALIST AGENDA EG #OHEN  
3ILBER AND ,ITTLE 	 4HE ALTERNATIVE ANATIONALIST  FRAMINGS OF THE 
SAME PROTESTS ALSO PRESENT AT THE TIME ARE EITHER IGNORED OR TREATED ONLY 
IN PASSING 4HE SUBSEQUENT EVENTS HAVE CEMENTED THE INTERPRETATION OF 
THESE EVENTS AS MILESTONES ON THE PATH OF 3ERBIAN AND 3LOVENIAN NATION
STATEBUILDING
3UCH CHAINS WHICH INVOLVE A CONTINUOUS RETROSPECTIVE APPROPRIATION 
OF PRIOR EVENTS CAN EMERGE NOT ONLY ACROSS TIME BUT ALSO ACROSS SPACE &OR 
EXAMPLE A NATIONALIST UPRISING IN ONE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION CAN INSPIRE AN 
ANALOGOUS COURSE OF ACTION IN ANOTHER LOCATION AND THEREBY EXTEND NATIONAL 
MOBILIZATION INTO A TRANSNATIONAL AND TRANSCULTURAL PHENOMENON "EISSINGER 
	 4HE FALL OF COMMUNIST REGIMES AND RISE OF NATIONALIST MOBILIZATION 
ACROSS %ASTERN %UROPE OCCURRED IN THE FORM OF SUCH A TRANSNATIONAL CHAIN 
4HE EARLY OPENINGS  TOWARDS DEMOCRATIZATION  SUCH AS  THE ACTIVITIES OF 
3OLIDARNOS|C| 3OLIDARITY	  IN 0OLAND PROMPTED ALTERNATIVE ORGANIZATIONS 
ELSEWHERE IN THE REGION TO INITIATE SIMILAR ACTIVITIES INCLUDING ROUNDTABLE 
TALKS  IN (UNGARY  THE 6ELVET REVOLUTION IN #ZECHOSLOVAKIA PROTESTS  IN 
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"ULGARIA ETC &URTHERMORE THIS CHAIN OF EVENTS IN %ASTERN %UROPE ALSO 
GENERATED SUPPORT FOR PROTEST MOVEMENTS IN THE 3OVIET 5NION +RAMER 
	 )N A SIMILAR VEIN THE MOVEMENTS FAVOURING INDEPENDENCE IN THE 
3OVIET REPUBLICS OF ,ITHUANIA ,ATVIA AND %STONIA AND THE 9UGOSLAV RE
PUBLICS OF 3LOVENIA AND #ROATIA ALL CLOSELY MONITORED AND TO AN EXTENT 
REPLICATED EACH OTHERS ARGUMENTS AND STRATEGIES INCLUDING THE STAGING 
OF MASS EVENTS THE ORGANIZATION OF REFERENDA ON INDEPENDENCE AND THE 
ADOPTION OF DECLARATIONS OF INDEPENDENCE /N THE OTHER HAND THE TWO SOON
TOBE RUMP FEDERATIONS OF 9UGOSLAVIA AND 2USSIA WERE ALSO WELL AWARE OF 
AND PUBLICLY SUPPORTED EACH OTHERS MOVES INCLUDING FOR EXAMPLE THE 
DEPLOYMENT OF ARMED FORCES WITH THE AIM OF PREVENTING DISINTEGRATION
)N CONTEMPORARY SOCIETIES SUCH CHAINS OF EVENTS CAN HARDLY BE IMAGINED 
WITHOUT THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE MASS MEDIA WHICH MAKE REPRESENTATIONS 
OF PARTICULAR EVENTS INSTANTLY AVAILABLE TO WIDER AUDIENCES BOTH DOMESTIC 
AND FOREIGN (OWEVER IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND THE DYNAMICS OF THESE TIDES OF 
EVENTS IN RELATION TO MEDIA EVENTS WE NEED TO GO BEYOND THE USUAL STUDY OF 
ISOLATED MEDIA EVENTS AND EXAMINE A LONGER SERIES OR @TIDE OF MEDIA EVENTS 
BUILDING UP MOMENTUM FOR CHANGE n A SERIES THAT THIS ARTICLE PROPOSES TO 
CALL A @MEDIATIZED MOBILIZATION MARATHON 3EVERAL AUTHORS HAVE STRUGGLED 
TO COME TO TERMS WITH THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN A SELFCONTAINED MEDIA 
EVENT AND BROADER LONGTERM PROCESSES PARTICULARLY IN CASES WHERE THE 
EVENTS IN QUESTION WERE OF A MARKEDLY TRANSFORMATIVE CHARACTER )N A RECENT 
SYSTEMATIC OVERVIEW OF VARIOUS  TYPES OF MEDIA  RITUALS 3IMON #OTTLE 
SUGGESTS THE EXTENSION OF THE NOTION OF MEDIATIZED RITUALS TO INCLUDE NOT 
ONLY @EVENTFOCUSED MEDIATIZED RITUALS BUT ALSO THOSE WHICH @INVOLVE A 
LONGER  TERM DYNAMICS  EXHIBIT  @NARRATIVE PROGRESSION  AND DEMAND 
@A MORE TEMPORALLY PROTRACTED ANALYSIS  n	 )N A COMPATIBLE 
ARGUMENT .ICK #OULDRY DEVELOPS AN APPROACH WHICH FOCUSES ON  @THE 
RITUAL SPACE OF THE MEDIA WHICH IS @THE OPPOSITE OF ISOLATING PARTICULAR 
MOMENTS AND ELEVATING THEM TO SPECIAL EVEN hMAGICALv SIGNIFICANCE AND 
INSTEAD INVOLVES @TRACING THE ANTECEDENTS OF MEDIA RITUALS IN THE PATTERNS 
CATEGORIES AND BOUNDARIES AT WORK EVERYWHERE  	
3O FAR THE MOST OFTEN EXPLORED MEDIA PHENOMENA THAT ARE STRUCTURALLY 
SIMILAR TO THE CHAINS OF EVENTS EXAMINED ABOVE ARE THE @DISASTER MARATHONS 
PROVOKED BY UNPREDICTABLE CATASTROPHES  SUCH AS  AND (URRICANE 
+ATRINA ,IEBES  ,IEBES AND "LONDHEIM  	 )NSTEAD OF 
ATTEMPTING TO ELICIT INTEGRATION AND SIGNAL RECONCILIATION ARGUES ,IEBES 
	 MEDIA OFTEN REACT TO SUCH OCCASIONS BY PRODUCING EXTENDED LIVE 
COVERAGE CONTINUOUSLY  STAGING FEAR AND ANXIETY (OWEVER UNLIKE  THE 
DISASTER MARATHONS MOBILIZATIONAL CHAINS OF EVENTS ARE NOT  LIMITED TO 
A REPETITIVE STAGING OF  FEAR AND CHAOS ALTHOUGH THIS  IS NOT EXCLUDED	 
)NSTEAD  THEY  ARE  ATTEMPTING  EXPLICITLY  TO  CHANNEL  THE  PROCESS  OF 
TRANSFORMATION  SIGNALLING POSSIBLE  FUTURES AND SOLUTIONS AND  THEREBY 
SOME FORM OF CLOSURE /N SUCH OCCASIONS MEDIA TEND TO ENGAGE IN EITHER 
MOBILIZING OR DEMOBILIZING  SUPPORT  FOR A PARTICULAR  SET OF  ROLES AND 
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PLOTS ENACTED BY VARIOUS PUBLIC EVENTS 5NLIKE DISASTER MARATHONS SUCH 
RESOLUTIONORIENTED CHAINS OF MEDIA EVENTS ARE DIRECTED TOWARDS A FUTURE 
EVENT OR PERIOD WHICH IS ENVISAGED AS A  TURNING POINT ENACTING A NEW 
ORDER OR A CEREMONIAL CLOSURE TO PRESENT TURMOIL OR RESTLESSNESS -EDIA 
EVENTS  THAT FORM PART OF  SUCH CHAINS ENGAGE  IN A CONSTANT MARKING OF 
THE UPCOMING EVENT OR PERIOD AS AN EXCEPTIONAL HISTORIC OCCASION AND 
CONTINUALLY APPROPRIATE AND WEAVE TOGETHER PAST AND PRESENT EVENTS TO 
FORM A COHERENT NARRATIVE CULMINATING IN THE EVENT 3UCH CHAINS OF EVENTS 
ALSO FIND THEIR COUNTERPART IN ENTIRELY PEACEFUL STABLE CONTEXTS IN THE TIDES 
OF INTERLINKED MEDIA EVENTS RAISING EXPECTATIONS AND MOBILIZING SUPPORT 
BEFORE MAJOR SPORTS CONTESTS OR ELECTIONS (OWEVER IN SUCH CONTEXTS THE 
UNCERTAINTY  IS MANAGED CAREFULLY AND INCORPORATED  INTO THE SUCCESSFUL 
UNRAVELLING OF THE CHAIN
%NACTMENTS OF DIVISION
4HE DRAMATIC RECONFIGURATION OF COLLECTIVE IDENTITY OCCURRING IN PERIODS OF 
SOCIAL CRISIS OFTEN GOES BEYOND ATTEMPTS AT NATIONAL RENEWAL REUNIFICATION 
AND REINTEGRATION )F THE NEW SHARPENED DEFINITION OF @US NO LONGER EMBRACES 
EVERYONE AS IT DID BEFORE A SIMULTANEOUS PROCESS OF STIGMATIZATION EXCLUSION 
AND EXPULSION TAKES PLACE .ATIONAL MOBILIZATION IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES 
INVOLVES CHOOSING TO ADOPT OR REJECT	 A PARTICULAR FORM OF NATIONHOOD AT 
THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS WHICH MAY RESULT  IN  THE EXPULSION OF MEMBERS 
ADHERING  TO DEFINITIONS OF NATIONHOOD NOT COMPATIBLE WITH DOMINANT 
ONES 4HEREFORE  THE  TRANSFORMATIVE MEDIA EVENTS ACCOMPANYING SUCH 
PROCESSES MAY FUNCTION AS @MARKED RITE;S= OF EXPLICIT PASSAGE WHEN BODIES 
ARE STIGMATIZED REPUTATIONS DESTROYED AND CITIZENS EXPELLED INTO A GUILD 
OF THE GUILTY #AREY  	 !MONG MEDIA OCCASIONS EXAMINED IN THE 
EXISTING LITERATURE CASES FALLING INTO THE CATEGORY OF SUCH DISINTEGRATIVE 
RITUALS TYPICALLY INVOLVE MEDIA COVERAGE OF MAJOR COURT TRIALS !LEXANDER 
 #AREY  #OTTLE  9ADGAR 	 &OLLOWING *AMES #AREY 
	 THESE OCCASIONS CAN BE DESCRIBED AS @RITUALS OF SHAME DEGRADATION 
AND EXCOMMUNICATION 
)T IS WORTH NOTING THAT SUCH MEDIA TRIALS NORMALLY ENTAIL A RECONFIGURATION 
OF  @US  THAT CONSISTS OF A REDEFINITION OF UNIVERSAL VALUES OR NORMS n OR 
AT LEAST THOSE THAT CAN BE UNIVERSALIZED (OWEVER MANY SIMILAR EVENTS 
INVOLVE A  REDEFINITION OF BELONGING BASED ON PARTICULAR  RATHER  THAN 
UNIVERSAL CRITERIA SPLITTING COLLECTIVES ALONG LINES THAT ARE PERCEIVED AS 
TRADITIONAL LONGSTANDING AND EVEN NATURAL SUCH AS ETHNICITY NATIONALITY 
@RACE RELIGION CULTURE OR CIVILIZATION #ONTRARY TO RITUALS OF DEGRADATION 
THESE EVENTS DO NOT CENTRE ON SHAMING AND EXPULSION BUT ON SPLITTING A 
WIDER COLLECTIVE INTO SMALLER CONSTITUENTS AS SUCH THEY CAN BE DESCRIBED AS 
RITUALS OF PARTITION OR DIVISION 5NLIKE THE MORE WIDELYEXAMINED RITUALS 
OF INTEGRATION BOTH SUBSETS OF DISINTEGRATIVE RITUALS DEMARCATE IDENTITY 
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PRIMARILY BY MEANS OF EXCLUSION DEFINING @US MAINLY IN NEGATIVE TERMS IN 
OPPOSITION TO THOSE WHO ARE NOT @US 9ADGAR  	 0ARADOXICALLY AT 
FIRST SIGHT SUCH EVENTS INVOLVE INTEGRATION AND DISINTEGRATION AT THE SAME 
TIME SPLITTING THE WIDER COLLECTIVE BUT UNITING SUBGROUPS WITHIN THAT WIDER 
COLLECTIVE "ESIDES THIS BASIC SIMILARITY  IMPORTANT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE TWO CATEGORIES OF EVENTS ALSO EXIST 2ITUALS OF SHAME DEGRADATION AND 
EXCOMMUNICATION ARE LARGELY MITIGATED FROM WITHIN ONE COLLECTIVITY ALONE 
WHOSE MEMBERS ARE ENGAGED IN DEGRADING AND EXPELLING SOME OF THEIR 
FORMER COMEMBERS WHILE THE LATTER HAVE LITTLE IF ANY	 INFLUENCE ON THE 
PROCESS "Y CONTRAST PUBLIC ENACTMENTS OF DIVISION IF SUCCESSFUL NEED TO 
APPEAL TO AT LEAST TWO IF NOT MORE COLLECTIVITIES WHICH GET INVOLVED IN A 
MUTUALLY REINFORCING PROCESS OF SEPARATION
2ECENT HISTORY OFFERS A MULTITUDE OF EXAMPLES OF SUCH DIVISIVE MEDIA 
EVENTS 2EFLECTING ON SUCH EVENTS %LIHU +ATZ AND 4AMAR ,IEBES 	 
HAVE PROPOSED COMPLEMENTING THE TYPOLOGY OF MEDIA EVENTS $AYAN AND 
+ATZ 	 WITH A FOURFOLD TYPOLOGY OF @TRAUMATIC EVENTS INCLUDING THE 
LIVE BROADCASTING OF TERRORIST ATTACKS DISASTERS WARS AND POTENTIALLY PROTESTS 
AND REVOLUTIONS 4HE DISTINGUISHING TRAIT OF ALL  TRAUMATIC EVENTS  THEY 
ARGUE IS THE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE OR SHOCK ALTHOUGH THE ORGANIZERS MAY BE 
PLANNING THE EVENTS WELL IN ADVANCE THE MEDIA AND WITH THEM THE LARGER 
PUBLIC ARE LARGELY EXCLUDED FROM THE PREPARATIONS OR ARE PROVIDED ONLY 
VERY LIMITED ACCESS TO INFORMATION 4HIS ELEMENT OF SURPRISE IS IN TURN 
RELATED CLOSELY TO THE SECOND DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTIC OF  TRAUMATIC 
MEDIA EVENTS THE INABILITY OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MEDIA TO MAINTAIN 
CONTROL OVER THE UNFOLDING OF THE EVENT +ATZ AND ,IEBES 	 
(OWEVER FOR A TRAUMATIC EVENT TO BECOME DIVISIVE ANOTHER CONDITION 
MUST BE FULFILLED THE COLLECTIVITIES INVOLVED IN THE EVENTS NEED TO INHABIT 
SEPARATE COMMUNICATIVE SPACES WHICH HAVE LITTLE TOLERANCE FOR INTERNAL 
DISSENT AND AS SUCH ALLOW FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIAMETRICALLY OPPOSED 
INTERPRETATIONS OF THE SAME EVENTS )N TIMES OF PEACE AND IN A MEDIA ENVIR 
ONMENT  THAT  INCORPORATES  SEVERAL CHECKS AND BALANCES PREVENTING  THE 
MONOPOLIZATION AND HOMOGENIZATION OF PUBLIC DISCOURSE SUCH INCOMPATIBLE 
MEDIA RENDERINGS OF THE SAME EVENT MAY HAVE FEW SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS 
&OR EXAMPLE NORMALLY THE COMPETING WAVES OF NATIONALISM SPARKED BY 
GLOBAL SPORTS CONTESTS SUCH AS  THE /LYMPICS ARE SUCCESSFULLY CONTAINED 
WITHIN THE CEREMONIAL EVENT ITSELF AND ARE QUICKLY REPLACED BY THE NORMAL 
EVERYDAY ROUTINES OF BANAL NATIONALISM (OWEVER  IN PERIODS OF  SOCIAL 
CRISIS AND IN CONTEXTS AMENABLE TO MEDIA MONOPOLIES AND SUPPRESSION OF 
DISSENT 3NYDER AND "ALLENTINE 	 SUCH INCOMPATIBLE INTERPRETATIONS 
CAN EASILY PRECIPITATE A SPIRAL OF MUTUAL RETRIBUTIONS GIVING RISE TO A CHAIN 
OF DIVISIVE MEDIA EVENTS
5SUALLY DIVERGENT INTERPRETATIONS ARE MANIFEST ALREADY AT THE LEVEL OF 
LEXICAL CHOICES PERFORMED BY PRODUCERS OF SUCH MEDIA EVENTS INDIVIDUALS 
SEEN AS @TERRORISTS IN ONE CONTEXT ARE NAMED @FREEDOM FIGHTERS IN ANOTHER 
EVENTS PERCEIVED AS ACTS OF @BRUTAL AGGRESSION IN ONE SET OF MEDIA OUTLETS 
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ARE DESCRIBED AS @LEGITIMATE ACTS OF DEFENCE IN ANOTHER 4HUS THE PROTEST 
EVENTS DISCUSSED EARLIER OCCURRING IN 9UGOSLAVIA  IN THE S RESULTED 
IN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT MUTUALLYEXCLUSIVE MEDIA EVENTS IN DIFFERENT PARTS 
OF THE FEDERATION FOR EXAMPLE WHILE THE 3ERBIAN MEDIA PRESENTED THE 
PROTESTS TAKING PLACE DURING THE MILITARY TRIAL IN 3LOVENIA AS @SUBVERSIVE 
AND @COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY 'OW  	 3LOVENIAN TELEVISION CONTINUED 
TO EMPHASIZE  THEIR  @DEMOCRATIC  @CIVILIZED AND  @TOLERANT ATMOSPHERE 
46 $NEVNIK  46 ,JUBLJANA  *UNE 	 7ITHOUT COMPARING SUCH 
MULTIPLE REFRACTIONS OF THE SAME PUBLIC EVENT AND ITS PROLIFERATION INTO 
A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT  SOMETIMES ENTIRELY  INCOMPATIBLE MEDIA EVENTS 
ADDRESSED AT DIFFERENT AUDIENCES WE ARE UNLIKELY TO UNDERSTAND THE FULL 
DYNAMICS OF DIVISIVE MEDIA EVENTS
#ONCLUSION
$RAWING ON THE EXISTING  LITERATURE AND RESEARCH ON MEDIA EVENTS AND 
RITUALS THIS ARTICLE AIMED TO OUTLINE A CONCEPTUALIZATION OF NATIONAL MEDIA 
EVENTS THAT ESCHEWS THE USUAL FOCUS ON NATIONAL INTEGRATION "UILDING UPON 
RECENT DEBATES IN NATIONALISM STUDIES IT PROVIDED A SERIES OF PROPOSITIONS 
REGARDING THE INVOLVEMENT OF NATIONAL MEDIA EVENTS IN PERIODS OF RAPID 
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION AND DISCUSSED THE FORMATION OF MOBILIZATIONAL CHAINS 
OF MEDIA EVENTS AS WELL AS THE CHARACTERISTICS OF MEDIA ENACTMENTS OF DI
VISION 4HE INSISTENCE ON THE NATIONAL AS A SALIENT CATEGORY FOR ANALYSIS 
OF MEDIA EVENTS MAY SEEM UNUSUAL )T IS CERTAINLY TRUE THAT IN THE CASE OF 
SEVERAL CONTEMPORARY MEDIA RITUALS INCLUDING MOST RECENT FORMS SUCH AS 
REALITY SHOWS #OULDRY 	 A FOCUS ON THE NATIONAL MAY PROVIDE LITTLE 
SALIENT INSIGHT )N CONTEMPORARY FRAGMENTED MEDIA LANDSCAPES MOVING 
INCREASINGLY FURTHER AWAY FROM THE ONEFORALL MODE OF ADDRESS KNOWN 
FROM THE TIMES OF PUBLIC BROADCASTING MONOPOLY EVEN THE EXISTENCE OF 
NATIONS AS AUDIENCES SEEMS TO BE SLIPPING AWAY TO THE EVERMORE DISTANT 
LARGELY INVISIBLE AND INCONSEQUENTIAL BACKGROUND OF AUDIENCE HABITS AND 
ROUTINES 9ET EVEN IF THE OCCASIONS WHICH @HOLD THE WHOLE NATION IN ITS GRIP 
ARE INCREASINGLY RARE AND LIMITED ONLY TO NEAR CATASTROPHE +ATZ  	 
RECENT DISRUPTIONS OF ORDINARY MEDIA ROUTINES SPARKED BY EVENTS SUCH AS 
 OR  SIGNAL THAT MEDIA INVOLVEMENT IN NATIONAL MOBILIZATION AND 
THUS ALSO NATIONAL MEDIA EVENTS ARE HERE TO STAY (OWEVER WE MAY NEED 
TO SHIFT OUR ATTENTION AWAY FROM CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS PRIMARILY AIMED AT 
CELEBRATING NATIONAL UNITY AND TOWARDS THE MORE DISTRESSING EVENTS ENACTING 
DIVISIONS AMONG NATIONS ETHNICITIES CULTURES RACES OR RELIGIONS
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